
 

 

                   

August 12, 2020 

 
Dear GBR Families, 
 
Welcome back! Everyone here at Gertie Belle Rogers Elementary is so excited to have learners back in the 
building starting on August 19th! It is going to be an epic year, but also one that includes a few changes 
everyone needs to be aware of. Below are some highlights I would like to share with you. If you have questions 
beyond that, I would encourage you to call the school or email me at chris.gubbrud@k12.sd.us for clarification. 
There aren’t any bad questions, especially now, regarding how school will work this year. 
 

• The district website themitchellkernels.com is a great place to start. There are several documents on 
the front page that clarify many of the finer points of how our school district is handling COVID, and 
some answers to “What happens if…” questions. 

• Our school webpage, accessible from the district website, also has some forms of interest. Under 
Parent Information, you will find many of the relevant forms including… 

• ...the COVID symptoms screening sheet. This is a sheet that will serve as your guide in the morning 
with your learner. Please adhere to this plan to prescreen your child. You do not need to turn this into 
us daily, but rather simply review the questions each day. 

• This year we ask that you drop off your learner(s) as close to 8:05 as possible. This will assist us with 
distancing learners in various locations. Learners are always welcome to eat breakfast, beginning at 
7:30, which is when the doors open. Beyond that, there are measures in place to socially distance 
learners. On the first day of school, all learners will go to their own classrooms. We will then teach them 
the procedure of “before school” to begin on the second day. 

• During the school day, we will not be allowing parents in the building, unless there are extenuating 
circumstances. Please wish your child well at the front doors of the building, but beyond that, they need 
to enter the building on their own. There will be staff waiting and ready to assist. Our BK-1 learners will 
go to the gym to be socially distanced in cohorts. Our 2-5 learners will go outside, under supervision, 
when it is nice, and classrooms if need be, and will be cohorted by classroom. 

• You may eat lunch with your child, but not in the commons area. Please call ahead to let us know you 
will be coming for lunch. Then, we will have your learner meet you outside the front doors. You may 
have a picnic outside, distancing from other learners and families, or whatever other accommodations 
you choose.  

• At lunch, learners will use the stickers adhered to the floor to stay socially distant. They will eat at tables 
with their class/cohort. All food will be served on disposable trays. If possible, we will rotate cohorts to 
have some classes eat outside at picnic tables. 

• At the end of the day, learners will exit the building in a socially distanced fashion. We ask that you wait 
outside for your learner. Again, we will not be allowing anyone in the building at the end of the day 
unless there are extenuating circumstances. 

• Students will spend their entire day in a cohort, which is their classroom of learners. We are going to do 
our best to make sure classes never mix together. There will be times learners will take breaks from 
their masks, most notably when they are at recess outside. Again, recess will be only with their cohort, 
in their own zone of the playground. 
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• Lunch will be another time learners will be without their mask. Their mask will stay attached to them via 
a lanyard purchased for them by the Caring Closet. This lanyard will stay at school. Please do not send 
other unapproved lanyards with your learner. Learners will need a new mask each day, and sending a 
few spares in their bag would be useful. 

• Please work with your learners, just as we will about wearing their mask when in the building. If you set 
the tone at home about being positive about the mask itself, it will make their success here that much 
easier to achieve.  

• Remember, in the building, learners will have to wear masks at all times. Some examples of masks that 
learners cannot use: 

o Bandanas 
o Masks with a vent 

 
eLearning Basics for Families: 

• Students will be expected to log in to the class “live stream” when the school day starts at 8:15 and will 
shut down at 3:15 when the day ends. 

• Families may be required to provide some materials necessary for completing school work (for 
example, popsicle sticks, cotton balls, etc.).  

• Families will receive a Chromebook for eLearning, and they will be expected to communicate with the 
teacher if needs arise regarding any technology difficulties. 

• Students will be expected to complete all classroom work as if they were in the building itself. Turn in of 
work will vary by classroom. 

 
There is an overwhelming amount of information surrounding COVID and the return to school. If I can be of 
assistance to you, please feel free to call or email me. 
 
We very much look forward to seeing your learner on the 19th for the start of school. There have been many 
steps put in place to achieve a safe environment for your learner(s) and we will continue to provide a safe 
environment in our building, even after COVID is over.  
 
It’s going to be a magical year. Our staff is geared up to do what they love, which is engage your learner(s) on 
multiple levels and help them achieve a rewarding experience at Gertie Belle. 
 
         Best, 
 

 

         Chris Gubbrud 
         Principal 
       Gertie Belle Rogers Elementary 

 


